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Asia Centre
Team

Asia Centre gathers both a permanent 
research team, which coordinates the 
management of ongoing research 
projects, and a network of international 
experts, which are regularly invited to 
join our debates and work. 

Asia Centre’s management comprises 
a decision-making entity - the General 
Assembly of its members and 
Bureau  -, a management entity - the 
executive committee -, and a very large  
consultation body - the Advisory Board. 
An administrative, communication and 
coordination team also oversees and 
supports all of the Centre’s activities.

Advisory  Board 
Pascale Beracha (China Coordinator at the French 
Ministry of the Economy) • Laurent Bigorgne 
(Director of the Institut Montaigne) • Olivier de 
Boysson (Chief economist Emerging countries 
of Société Générale) • Laurent Cohen-Tanugi 
(Lawyer in Paris and New York) • Elisabeth Laurin 
(Director Asia and Oceania of the French Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs) • Philippe Le Corre (President 
of the Harvard Club of France) • Mark Leonard 
(Executive Director of the ECFR) • Alain Dieckhoff 
(Director of the CERI at Sciences Po) • Joseph 
Maïla (former Director of the Policy Planning Staff 
of the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs) • Pierre 
Mayaudon (Deputy Director of the DGA of the 
French Ministry of Defence) • Patrick Messerlin 
(Director of the GEM at Sciences Po) • François 
Rachline (Professor at Sciences Po) • Justin Vaïsse 
(Director of the CAPS of the French MoFA)
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Pr. François Godement is Director of the China and 
Asia program of the European Council on Foreign 
relations, Professor of political science at Sciences 
Po, Research associate of Asia Centre in Paris which 
he founded in 2005, and non-resident Senior associate of the Carnegie Endowment for International 
Peace. (Washington). He is also an outside consultant to the Policy Planning Directorate of the French 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. A long time professor at the French Institute of Oriental Languages and 
Civilizations (INALCO, Paris), he created Asia Centre IFRI at the Paris-based Institut Français des 
Relations Internationales (1985-2005). He then founded Asia Centre in 2005, an independent center 
for research on Asian issues. He is a graduate of the Ecole Normale Supérieure (ENS, Paris), where 
he majored in history, and was a postgraduate student at Harvard University.

  Founders

Founding members Florence Biot (Asia Centre) • Sophie Boisseau du Rocher (GRIP) • 
Jean-François Di Meglio (Asia Centre / DM&F) • Guibourg Delamotte (INALCO / Asia Centre) • 
Michal Meidan (Eurasia Group) • Thibaud Voïta • Françoise Nicolas (IFRI)

  Fellows

Léonie Allard After graduating in Korean Studies 
at the National Institute of Oriental Languages and 
Civilizations (INALCO, Paris) in 2014, Léonie Allard 
is pursuing her postgraduate studies in European 
Affairs at the Institute of Political Studies (Sciences Po., Paris) and Asian Affairs at Fudan University. 
Her research focuses on the role of North Korea in regional security issues.

Louis Borer has a Master of Geopolitics from ENS 
Ulm / University Paris 1 - Panthéon-Sorbonne. 
His research focuses on maritime security and 
Southeast Asia. Previously, he worked at the French 
headquarter in Antilles, at the consulting firm RiskIntelligence. He was alsp research manager at the 
CESM (French navy), and for the revue Outre-Terre. Louis Borer joined Asia Centre on November 2013 
as Junior Fellow, for the Southeast Asia program. He is also associate researcher at the Prospective 
and Security in Europe Institute (IPSE), and a reserve officer in French Navy. 

Rémi Bourgeot holds a Master’s degree from the 
Higher Institute for Aeronautics and Space (SupAero) 
and from the Toulouse School of Economics. He has 
led a dual career as a Eurozone market strategist in 
the financial sector and as an economic expert on emerging markets for various leading think tanks. 
His expertise lies particularly in monetary and international economics. Remi joined Asia Centre in 
2014 to help develop macrofinancial expertise Asia wide, notably through a comparative approach.

Paul Caussat After graduating in economics and 
studied Hindi for more than 5 years including 3 
years at the National Institute of Oriental Languages 
and Civilizations (INALCO, Paris), Paul Caussat 
obtained his Master’s degree from the Institute of Political Studies (Sciences Po., Paris) in International 
Affairs with a concentration in South Asia. He worked after that for the French Economic Services 
in Mumbai. His main research interests revolve around South Asia’s strategic affairs and political 
economy, particularly the relations between firms and public administration in India. Paul Caussat is 
currently a PhD candidate at University Paris 1 - Panthéon-Sorbonne and the Ecole Supérieure de 
Commerce de Paris (ESCP Europe), while working at Asia Centre for the India Program.

Junior Fellow
South Asia Programme

Junior Fellow
Southeast Asia Observatory

Director of publication
China Analysis

Research Assistant
Korea Programme

Asia Centre’s regional expertise Southeast Asia , South Asia , China , Japan  and Korea .

Chief Economist
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Gabrielle Desarnaud graduated from University  
Paris 3 - Sorbonne-Nouvelle in International 
Affairs and is currently finishing a double degree 
in International Relations and Sustainable 
Development at the Institute of Political Studies (Sciences Po., Paris) and Peking University. In 
december 2013 she joined Asia Centre’s Energy and Environment programme to coordinate 
the organization of the 2014 Energy roundtable on the topic of coal issues in China, and to 
participate to research work in the framework of the project on energy security in India and China.

Marc Julienne has been a Junior Fellow at Asia 
Centre since April 2013. He graduated from 
the National Institute of Oriental Languages and 
Civilizations (INALCO, Paris), with a Master’s Degree 
in International Relations, with a focus on Asian Studies and Chinese. Specialized on security and 
defence issues, he interned with the Military mission at the French embassy in China, in 2012. His 
work at Asia Centre revolves around security policies in China. He also contributes to the organization 
of international conferences.

Dr. Yuko Kawato graduated from the University of 
Washington with a PhD in Political Science in March 
2010. She received a Master’s Degree in Political 
Science from the University of Washington and a 
Bachelor’s Degree with honors in International Relations from Brown University. Her expertise is in 
Asian security, alliance politics, and civil-military relations. Her doctoral research was on U.S. military 
bases and protests in Japan, South Korea, and the Philippines, with focus on protesters’ normative 
arguments and their impact on base policy. She is preparing a book manuscript on this subject for 
the Studies in Asian Security series published by the Stanford University Press, with a grant from the 
series sponsor, the East-West Center.

Agatha Kratz studied Chinese in Beijing, 
International Finance at the Institute of Political 
Studies (Sciences Po., Paris), and Economics and 
Public Administration at the London School 
of Economics and Columbia University - SIPA. She focuses on the Chinese economy, and more 
precisely on issues relating to industrial policy and public intervention in the economy

Candice Tran Dai has been working as a consultant 
in international business development strategy since 
2006, advising European companies regarding their 
market access and international development in 
China and Southeast Asia. Working both for the public and the private sectors, she has developed a 
strong expertise on ICT and Internet related issues in the Asia-Pacific region. Regarding her consulting 
assignments in the private sector, she has been for instance working on helping companies design 
and implement their digital strategies in Asian countries. In the public realm, she is focusing on issues 
relating to knowledge society, national ICT development strategy, as well as political and cybersecurity 
issues. She was besides mandated as Committee Supervisor during the 7th Asia-Middle East 
International session (Siamo), organized by the Institute for Higher National Defence Studies (IHEDN) 
in 2011 and dedicated to cyberspace strategic issues. 

Chief editor
China Analysis

Project Manager
Cyberspace Programme

China Analysis
Director of publication François Godement
Authors Martina Bassan • David Bénazéraf Antoine Bondaz • Camille Boullenois • Gong Cheng 
• Claire Chng • Jérôme Doyon • François Godement • Camille Henriot • Marc Julienne • Agatha 
Kratz • Édouard Laurent • Camille Liffrant • Tanguy Le Pesant • David Péneau • François Quirier 
• Marie-Hélène Schwoob • Abigaël Vasselier • Simeng Wang • Hugo Winckler

Senior Fellow
Security and Defense

Junior Fellow
Defense and Security in China Programme

Junior Fellow
Energy and Environment Programme
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Pr. Yoo Jungwhan graduated with a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Political Sciences from Hankuk University 
in Seoul and then obtained a Master’s Degree from 
the Institute of Political Studies (Sciences Po., Paris). 
He pursued his education with a PhD at University Paris 8 – Vincennes, entitled “Culture and Politics in 
Korea: For a Culturalist Approach”. Besides being a full-time professor at Cheongju University, South 
Korea, he has been an invited professor in several universities abroad, such as the National Institute 
of Oriental Languages and Civilizations (INALCO, Paris), University Paris 7 - Diderot, University Paris 8 
- Vincennes, Montreal University. He was also an advisor for the Korea Foundation and a coordinator 
of the France-Korea Forum from 2003 to 2010. Pr. Yoo is now Professor emeritus of Cheongju 
University, and has joined Asia Centre’s team as chief editor of Korea Analysis.

Anna Zyw Melo Graduated from the National 
Institute of Oriental Languages and Civilizations 
(INALCO, Paris) in Chinese Studies, Anna Zyw Melo 
has worked with various media and organizations 
(Courrier International, France 24, Europe-China Research and Advice Network) on topics related to 
Chinese society and information technology. Her research focuses on the development of Internet, 
media and civil society in China.

  Associate Fellows

Antoine Bondaz is a PhD candidate at the 
Institute of Political Studies (Sciences Po., Paris). 
His research focuses on the theory of international 
relations, China’s strategic thinking and security 
issues in the Asia-Pacific region. He is attached to the Strategic Research Institute of the French 
Ministry of Defence (IRSEM, Paris). He was awarded with a three-year doctoral research scholarship 
of the French General Directorate for Armament (DGA, Paris) and twice with a one-year doctoral 
research scholarships of the Institute of Higher National Defence Studies (IHEDN, Paris) and of La 
Fondation de France. He is an Invited visiting fellow at the Ilmin International Relations Institute (IIRI - 
Korea University), and since spring 2013, a visiting scholar at the Carnegie-Tsinghua Center for Global 
Policy in Beijing.

Sophie Buhnik An alumnus of the Ecole Normale 
Supérieure (ENS, Paris), Sophie Buhnik is a PhD 
candidate in Urban Studies and Planning at the 
Research Centre on Networks, Industry, Planning 
(CRIA) of the University Paris I -Panthéon-Sorbonne and studies Japanese at the National Institute of 
Oriental Languages and Civilizations (INALCO, Paris). Her doctoral research focuses on transportation 
issues and access to urban resources for residents of declining urban areas in the Osaka Metropolitan 
Area.

Junior Fellow
Korea Programme

Chief editor
Japan Analysis

Japan Analysis
Founder of the journal Guibourg Delamotte
Authors César Castellvi • Amélie Corbel • Yann Favennec • Antonin Francesch • Arnaud Grivaud 
• Akira Hattori • Yuko Kawato • Raphaël Languillon-Aussel • Nicolas Morishita • Adrienne Sala

Junior Fellow
Cyberespace Programme

Korea Analysis
Director of publication Jean-Yves Colin
Authors Antoine Bondaz • Anna Chung • Perrine Fruchart-Ramond • Olivia Ih-Prost •  
Lee Jae-seung • Lee Kilho • Constance Magnanou • Frédéric Ojardiais • Hong Seung-Pyo • 
Song Wenzhi

Chief editor
Korea Analysis

Asia Centre’s regional expertise Southeast Asia , South Asia , China , Japan  and Korea .
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Pr. Jean-Pierre Cabestan is Director of Research 
at the French National Centre for Scientific Research 
(CNRS), Associate Researcher at Asia Centre and at 
the French Centre for Research on Contemporary 
China (CEFC, Hong Kong). He is also Professor and Head of the Department of Government and 
International Studies at Hong Kong Baptist University since 2007. From 2003 to 2007 he was Senior 
Researcher at the French National Centre for Scientific Research (CNRS), attached to Institute of 
Comparative Law of the University of Paris 1 - Panthéon-Sorbonne. From 1998 to 2003, he was 
Director of the French Centre for Research on Contemporary China (CEFC, Hong Kong) and chief 
editor of Perspectives chinoises and China Perspectives. From 1994 to 1998, he was Director of the 
Taipei Office of the CEFC. In 1990-1991, he was Lecturer at the Politics Department of the School of 
Oriental and African Studies (SOAS, London).

Jean-Raphaël Chaponnière A graduate of the 
Electric, Energy and Information Sciences School 
(Supélec), Jean-Raphaël Chaponnière was a 
Researcher at the National Center for Scientific 
Research (CNRS), a Visiting Research Fellow at the Institute of Southeast Asian Studies (SEAS, 
Singapore) and at the Euro Asia Institute of INSEAD Business School, an expert at the National 
Economic and Social Development Board (NESDB,Thailand), an Economic consultant at the French 
Embassy in South Korea and Turkey; and most recently, a Senior Economist at the Asian department 
of the French Agency for Developpement (AFD, Paris) from 2005 to 2011.

Dr. Leïla Choukroune is Director of the Centre for 
Social Sciences and Humanities (CSH, New Delhi), 
a French National Centre for Scientific Research 
(CNRS) Research Unit for which she assumes the 
scientific and administrative strategic leadership of an international multidisciplinary research team 
on South Asia. Specialized in trade and investment issues, she has developed, for over 15 years, 
a unique expertise on China and India, as well as on emerging economies. She is also Associate 
Professor of International Economic Law with the Faculty of Law of the University of Maastricht in the 
Netherlands. Her researches focuse on the interactions between trade, investment and human rights 
and are mostly applied to emerging countries, China and India in particular. She holds a Doctorate 
in international law from the University Paris I - Panthéon-Sorbonne and is a qualified lawyer to the 
Paris Bar.

Dr. Guibourg Delamotte is a Lecturer at the National 
Institute of Oriental Languages and Civilizations 
(INALCO, Paris), Researcher at the Centre of 
Japanese Studies (CEJ, Paris) and Associate 
Researcher at the Research Center on East Asian Civilisations (CRCAO, Paris). She studied law at 
University Paris 2 - Panthéon-Assas and at Oxford University, International Relations at the Institute of 
Political Studies (Sciences Po, Paris), and holds a Master’s Degree in Japanese from INALCO, Paris. 
Her PhD thesis on Japan’s defense policy (School for Advanced Studies in Social Sciences, EHESS, 
Paris) received the Shibusawa-Claudel award in 2008. She founded Japan Analysis for Asia Centre 
in 2004 and still supervises its editing.

Jérôme Doyon was the chief editor of China Analysis 
in 2011-2012. He studied Chinese language at the 
Beijing University from 2008 to 2009, and graduated 
from the Institute of Political Studies (Sciences Po., 
Paris) and the University Paris 8 - Vincennes. After a Master’s Degree on Asian politics (specializing 
on Church / State relations and ethnic minorities in China), he is now a PhD candidate on Chinese 
politics at CERI/Sciences Po and at Columbia University (New York), working on United front work 
organizations that make the link between the CCP and the non-communist social groups (religious 
associations, youth organizations, women’s federation, trade unions, “democratic parties”…).

Dr. Mathieu Duchâtel leads the “China and 
Global Security” team and the Beijing office of the 
Stockholm Peace Research Institute (SIPRI) since 
2011. His current research focuses on Chinese 
foreign and security policy in North-East Asia (Korean peninsula, East China Sea and the Taiwan 
Strait) and Sino-European relations on security and defence issues. He was the project manager of 
Asia Centre’s China Observatory and the chief editor of China Analysis until 2011. Mathieu Duchâtel 
has taught at the Institute of Political Studies (Sciences Po., Paris) and at the National Institute of 
Oriental Languages and Civilizations (INALCO, Paris), and has studied at Fudan University (Shanghai) 
and National Chengchi University (Taipei). 

Senior Fellow
Defense and Security

Senior Fellow
Economy and Governance

Junior Fellow
Politics and Society

Senior Fellow
Economy and Governance

Project Manager
Bilateral Dialogues

Senior Fellow
Defense and Security
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Dr. Éric Frécon is an assistant professor at the 
French Naval Academy (Brest), where he teaches 
International Relations. He worked as a deputy 
chief editor of the bimonthly magazine Diplomatie. 
Previously, he was a post-doctoral fellow within the Ecole nationale supérieure (ENS, Lyon) and as a 
research fellow within the Indonesia Programme of the S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies, 
in Singapore. He also worked as a research analyst within the Centre d’études supérieures de la 
Marine (CESM, Paris). He completed his PhD in Political Science at the Institute of Political Studies 
(Sciences Po., Paris) in 2007. Éric Frécon has taught courses on Southeast Asia at Sciences Po., 
Paris, Sciences Po., Lyon and the Institute de Relations Internationales et Stratégique (IRIS, Paris).

Dr. Ma Hongmei After graduating from Shanghai 
Institute of Foreign Trade with a Bachelor’s Degree 
and Yamaguchi University with a Master’s Degree in 
Economics, she completed her PhD in Economics 
at Kyoto University in 2003. From 2004 to 2014, she taught Chinese Economy, Asian Economy, as well 
as International Political Economy and Sino-U.S. Relationships at Matsuyama University, Japan. She 
conducted post doctoral research in 2003 at the Center for Far Eastern Studies at Toyama University. 
From 2005, she participated in numerous research projects, in particular the project with Center for 
Northeast Asian Studies of Tohoku University. (Cross bordering Northeast Asia, 2011-2015),which 
led her to conduct field trip researches in China and Russia. Her main research topics are: China’s 
Foreign Economic Policy, China-Russia Economic Relations, Sino-U.S. Relations, and East Asian 
Economic Integration.

Giulia Romano After graduating with a Master in 
European Studies at the Faculty of Political Sciences 
of Turin University, Giulia Romano graduated in 
Chinese language and literature from the University 
Paris 7 - Diderot. PhD Candidate at the Institute of Political Studies (Sciences Po., Paris), she is 
currently focusing on the implementation of China’s climate change policy at the city level. She also 
worked as a research assistant for the European Commission FP7 Mercury research project. Her 
contribution focused on the international dimension of China’s climate change policy, specifically 
working on the EU-China relations and partnership for climate change.

Dr. Isabelle Saint-Mézard is a lecturer at the 
French Institute of Geopolitics, at the University of 
Paris 8 - Diderot. She was formerly a research fellow 
on the China-India Project at the Centre of Asian 
Studies - Institute of Humanities (University of Hong Kong). She also worked as a South Asia analyst 
for the Directorate for Strategic Affairs of the French Ministry of Defence. Her research interests are 
mostly about South Asian geopolitics, with a special focus on India’s security and defense issues. She 
also teaches at the Institute of Political Studies (Sciences Po., Paris), as well as the National Institute 
of Oriental Languages and Civilizations (INALCO, Paris).

Marie-Hélène Schwoob joined Asia Centre in 
2010 as a Project Manager of the Energy and 
Evironment Program. Engineer in Environmental 
Sciences (AgroParisTech), she also graduated from 
the Institute of Political Studies (Sciences Po., Paris) with a Master Degree’s on Political Science in 
Asia. After studying the actors of the environmental sector in China, she is now a PhD candidate in 
political sciences at Sciences Po., Paris on the topic of food security and international relations.

Pr. Benoît Vermander holds a PhD in Political 
Science and is a Researcher and Associate 
Professor at the Faculty of Philosophy at Fudan 
University in Shanghai. He is the Executive Director 
of the Research Centre for a Dialogue among Civilizations and Religions, at the same faculty of 
Philosophy.

Junior Fellow
Energy and environment Programme

Senior Fellow
Politics and Society

Senior Fellow
Defense and Security

Junior Fellow
Energy and environment Programme

Senior Fellow
Economy and Governance

Project Manager
Observatory on Southeast Asia

Asia Centre’s regional expertise Southeast Asia , South Asia , China , Japan  and Korea .
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  Executive Committee

Jean-François Di Meglio An alumni of the Ecole 
Normale Supérieure (ENS, Paris) and Beijing 
University, Jean-François Di Meglio has over 
23 years of experience with a major French financial 
institution, mostly abroad and especially in Asia. Most recently he headed the energy and commodities 
program in China for BNP Paribas. Jean-François Di Meglio joined Asia Centre in May 2008 and 
became its president in 2009. He also teaches at the Institute of Political Studies (Science Po., Lyon), 
at the Ecole Centrale (Paris), at HEC ParisTech, at Mines ParisTech and at University Lille I.

Pr. Jean-Luc Racine is Senior CNRS Fellow at 
the Centre for South Asian Studies (School for 
Advanced Studies in Social Sciences - EHESS), and 
Vice-President of Asia Centre. He is also Director in 
Science Policy at the Fondation Maison des Sciences de l’Homme (MSH), where he has been Head 
of the Indo-French Programme. His research focuses on three major issues: the internal dynamics of 
change in India; the ways emerging India redefines its position on the global scene; and the geopolitics 
of South Asia, particularly Pakistan’s strategic policy and India-Pakistan relations. 

Florence Biot Founding member of Asia Centre in 
2005, Florence Biot has over ten years of experience 
in managing research and international exchanges, 
in Beijing (2001-2003) and within French research 
institutions and think-tanks (Institute of research for Development 2000-2001, French Institute of 
International Relations 2004-2005). Alum. National Institute of Oriental Languages and Civilizations 
(INALCO, Paris, Chinese), University Lyon 1 - Claude Bernard (Engineering) and Ecole Supérieure 
de Commerce de Paris (ESCP Europe, Management), she was also European Council for Foreign 
Relations’ Asia Program Deputy Director (ECFR, 2008) and General Secretary of the Council for Security 
and Cooperation in Asia Pacific’s Europe Committee  (CSCAP 2004-2008). 

Jean-Yves Colin, a former French National School 
of Administration (ENA, Strasbourg) graduate, joined 
Asia Centre in early 2013 in the capacity of treasurer. 
At the Crédit Agricole from which he retired in the 
end of 2012, Jean-Yves Colin was Head of Bonds and Equities Primary Markets (1992-1996). He 
next became deputy CEO of Credit Agricole Asset Management (1997-2007) and supervised the 
development of asset management in Asia and Japan. From 2010 to 2013 he was senior executive 
advisor at Amundi AM and vice-chairman of ABC-CA in Shanghai and Amundi AM Japan. During his 
career at Crédit Agricole Jean-Yves Colin was also Head of Compliance of CA s.a. and vice-chairman 
of Credit Agricole Lazard Financial Products. After his ENA graduation Jean-Yves Colin started his 
professional life at the Ministry of Transportation, and next at the Ministry of Economy and Finance, 
Treasury division. He was Financial Attaché and Financial Counselor at the French Embassy in Tokyo 
(1987-1990). Jean-Yves Colin was corporate secretary of the SFEF, a company which was temporarily in 
charge of refinancing French banks in 2009.

Treasurer

President

Vice-President

Executive Director
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  Administration, coordination and communication

Jodie Cazau holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Japanese 
and a Master’s Degree in International Relations 
from the National Institute of Oriental Languages 
and Civilizations (INALCO, Paris). While studying, 
Jodie Cazau acquired work experience in the communication field, in particular at the Events agency 
Arizona. She joined Asia Centre in February 2011 as a web and newsletter editor, and now heads the 
Centre’s communication and programmes coordination.

Rozenn Jouannigot Trained in communications, 
she began her career at the French Press Center 
(CAPE, Paris) and she has subsequently worked 
at Porter Novelli France and Dalloyau as head 
of communication. She joined Asia Centre team in December 2006 and is now in charge of the 
distribution of the publications and of the logistics of the conferences.

Sincere thanks
Christian Baer • Sylvie Bomstein • Patrick Bourrier • Clara Brenot • Gaëlle Brillant • Rémy Canario 
• Stéphane Capelle • Christophe Carle • Chen Yingyuan • Baptiste Dussauge • Florent Dupetit • 
Leslie-Anne Duvic • Pierre Fauquet • William Fitzgibbon • Jules Friol • Paul Furia • Gao Mingyu • Audrey Giacomini 
• Gong Lei • Guo Haying • Stéphanie Homola • Isis Jarault • Laurent Kahane • Edouard Laurent • Jade Le Van • 
Julien Levesque • Philippe Maupai • Clémence Mirgalet • Thibaud Mougin • Pierre Noël • David Péneau • Élodie 
René • Alice Richard • Raphaël Rossignol • Anne Rulliat • François-Joseph Schichan • Imran Sevinc • Romain 
Telle • Stéphanie de Vigan • Thibaud Voïta • Charlotte Juan Wu • Chan Yang • Zhang Minzhi • Zhao Can • Dmitry 
Zhdankin

Head of Communication and Logistics

Head of Programmes


